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so steep that a stone dropped from the top would fall more
th£n 1,000 feet clear into the sea; flights of pigeons wheeled
out from the rocks, looked at us, and went away again. The
landing-place for the cave is somewhat dangerous from the view
of safety to the ship'? boats, being in a cove whose beach is
composed of big boulders. Once on shore the way lies through
a mountain-spur on the right, which has been worn by the force
of the waves into an imposing natural arch. It leads on to a
little lawn at the end of a valley running up into the mountains,
down which flows a small stream. In the hillside is the cave
opening on to the meadow and looking out to sea ; the fireplace
is visible, also a shelf cut in the rock and niches to hold utensils*
A prominent feature near the anchorage are six or eight large
caves (c), like big halls, the roofs of which are adorned with
drooping ferns, giving the effect of a beautiful greenhouse: if
originally natural they have probably been much enlarged.
They are said to have been used by the Spaniards for their
prisoners. Someone had been digging in the floor for treasure,
under the assumption that it had been, left by pirates, pre-
sumably of an earlier; day.
Juan Fernandez has at present some 300 inhabitants; its
industry is lobster-canning. Lobsters are also taken alive in
the tank of a motor-schooner to Valparaiso, their value growing
en route from zd. each in the island to 3$. gd. in the city. The
schooner was also the mail-carrier, and we took a mutual and
friendly interest in one another, as she and Mana were about the
same size. An old gentleman was in charge of the island as
governor, supported by four gendarmes; serious offenders are
exported to the mainland. The means of communication will
shortly be more rapid, as a house was already built to be used for
wireless installation (a). *
On March gth, 1915, one year precisely from the date we left
the island, the German ship Dresden arrived in Cumberland Bay.
She had been driven by want of coal out of-her hiding-places in
the southern channels and sought refuge at Juan Fernandez,
Here after five days she was found by the Glasgow with her
flag still flying. She had many times broken neutrality regu-
lations, and the Chilean governor with his gendaraies cottld
scarcely, as will have been seen, be expected to intern her.
The Glasgow fired, the Dresden replied, tried to negotiate, and then

